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Dorchester Bay Basin

We’re here to support community’s 
right to clean beach and water quality.

Cleanup would also help boaters enter 
and exit the basin more easily.

It is a win-win for everyone.



Dorchester Bay Basin is clogged and polluted
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Free-flowing tides naturally clean any 

body of water.

Recent sediment accumulation under 

the Beades Bridge has prevented the 

free flow of water. DOT has not 

removed the accumulation for more 

than a decade.

The blockage has compounded years 

of water pollution and sediment 

accumulation from roadways, Boston 

Gas, and the the Neponset River 

Superfund site.
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basin with no treatment

27 culverts drain highway polluted 

stormwater into the basin

Culverts do not feature standard cleaning 

technologies

Large Morrissey Blvd drainage, too



One example: July 4th Amazon oil spill
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On July 4, 2023, an Amazon truck 

crashed on I-93, spilling oil onto the 

road, which drained into the basin.

Amazon claims it is contained: nine 

drums and 2.5 tons of oily solids have 

been removed as of 11/8/2023.

This is the one event we noticed. DYC 

called MA DEP to force cleanup.

Waiting on additional testing results.



Neponset Superfund site, Boston Gas also
among long-term contributors to pollution
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Given pollution, basin sediment contains high 
levels of mercury and other toxins
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Our plan / what we want to accomplish

● Short-term: Remove sand from under the bridge so that water can flow 

freely

○ Will help with highway drainage by making use of nature’s own decontamination methods

● Long-term: Plan to dredge remainder of the basin and keep it clean

○ For cleanup, need either legislative action or to hold those who contaminated the bay 

accountable

○ For long-term cleanliness, need to meet existing standards for storm water drainage from I-93 

using standard improvements and new technologies
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Let’s work together to clean up the basin

● Take photos of what you see and send them to: 

community@dorchesteryachtclub.com

● Write about personal experiences or actions unavailable, such as safe swimming, 

and send to community@dorchesteryachtclub.com

● Sign up for periodic email updates by emailing: 

community@dorchesteryachtclub.com

● Show up at upcoming Morrissey Commission to make public comments

● Help us seek funding from state rep and senator – will keep mailing list informed
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Questions?

contact us at 
community@dorchesteryachtclub.com
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Appendix
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Example core samples
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